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Foreword  

 

This document explains how Member States can use Reportnet, the INSPIRE web forms and the 

INSPIRE dashboard sandbox to create, edit and submit their annual INSPIRE monitoring information 

to the European Environment Agency. It thereby supports the work of the Commission and the Member 

States as regards the collection and transmission of the information from Member States to the European 

Commission concerning the obligations set in Commission Decision No 2009/442 of 5 June 2009 

implementing Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament. 

 

The Directive 2007/2/EC, in its Article 21, requires Member States to monitor the implementation and 

use of their infrastructures for spatial information and to report on the implementation of that Directive. 

Consequently, the Commission Decision 2009/442/EC provides for Member States to establish a list of 

the spatial datasets and spatial data services corresponding to the themes listed in Annex I, II and III of 

the INSPIRE Directive, as well as network services, which shall then be communicated to the 

Commission. It also establishes that the monitoring should be based on a set of indicators, to be 

calculated on the basis of the data collected from appropriate stakeholders at the various levels of public 

authority. The monitoring indicators, and the data collected for its calculation, shall be provided 

accordingly to the Commission. The results of the monitoring shall relate to monitoring conducted 

during a calendar year, and shall be published by 15 May of the following year, being thereafter updated 

at least every year.  

 

Since 2013, the European Environment Agency is in charge for managing the delivery process of 

INSPIRE monitoring information and reporting. Reportnet, the EEA’s electronic infrastructure for data 

collection, is since used as the platform for reporting information to the EU Commission in pursuance 

of the INSPIRE Directive. In 2015, the monitoring process moved from an excel-based to an XML-

based reporting and a web form application was made available in Reportnet in order to facilitate the 

creation of the XML monitoring file.  

 

Following the work carried out in the context of a working group under the INSPIRE Maintenance and 

Implementation Work Plan (MIWP-16), a set of tools to automate the INSPIRE monitoring were 

developed. The INSPIRE dashboard sandbox facilitates the generation of the INSPIRE monitoring file 

out of the metadata harvested from the national INSPIRE Discovery service(s). The same technology 

is also used to display the official monitoring data once it has been reported by the Member States – the 

public INSPIRE Dashboard, which displays all the INSPIRE monitoring data reported since 2010. 

While the use of the dashboard is not formally compulsory, Member States are encouraged to use these 

tools to generate the XML monitoring file, as it clearly simplifies the process. It will also help the 

European Commission and the EEA to analyse the level of readiness of the Member States towards a 

fully automated monitoring system based on metadata, as foreseen in Action Plan to streamline 

environmental reporting1 published by the Commission in 2017.  

 

These guidelines cover therefore the different aspects related to the 2018 INSPIRE monitoring exercise:   

                                                      

 

 

 
1 SWD (2017) 230 final 
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- The general workflow of the INSPIRE annual monitoring and the different options to generate the 

INSPIRE monitoring file. 

- The application schemas to which the INSPIRE XML monitoring file needs to be compliant. 

- How to use the INSPIRE web forms available in Reportnet 

- How to use the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox to create the monitoring file and to display the national 

information.  

- How to submit formally the monitoring file to the EEA using Reportnet. 

- Additional references 

 

 

DISCLAIMER: This document only aims at supporting Member States in the delivery process of the 

2018 INSPIRE monitoring information and does not have any legal value. Member States are legally 

bound to the provisions laid down by the Commission Decision No 2009/442 of 5 June 2009 

implementing Directive 2007/2/EC of the European Parliament. 
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1. Introduction to the INSPIRE annual 
monitoring workflow  

This chapter describes the general features of the workflow that National INSPIRE reporters need to 

follow in order to create and submit, by 15 May 2018, the annual INSPIRE monitoring information 

through the European Environment Agency (EEA) to the European Commission (EC) in pursuance of 

the INSPIRE Directive (2007/2/EC) and the Commission Decision No 2009/442 as regards monitoring 

and reporting.  

 

1.1 General overview 

As in previous years and since 2013, the INSPIRE monitoring information shall be submitted formally 

through Reportnet2, the EEA’s electronic infrastructure for data collection. Being operational since 

2002, Reportnet is a suite of IT tools optimised to support the business processes of a data collection 

network building on a shared information infrastructure. It supports, improves and streamlines 

information flows which are used for reporting environmental data to the EEA, and also hosts several 

reporting tasks of the EC and other regional and international organisations (e.g. UNECE).  

 

Since 2015, the INSPIRE monitoring exercise is supported by a series of tools (i.e. web forms and 

dashboard) which were developed in order to simplify, and automatize as much as possible, the creation 

of the INSPIRE monitoring file. The web forms are online questionnaires available in Reportnet which 

help National reporters to create, modify, save and upload a reporting file (typically XML files). The 

INSPIRE dashboard sandbox is an application which harvests the content of national catalogues on 

demand, validates the results and automatically creates a compliant INSPIRE monitoring file that can 

be then uploaded into Reportnet for its formal submission. A public INSPIRE dashboard is used by 

the EEA to display the national monitoring information once they have been formally submitted to the 

EC.  

 

Building on these tools, and depending on the capacities of the Member States, two operational 

workflows can eventually be used to create the INSPIRE monitoring file:  
 

1) Member States can generate and edit the INSPIRE monitoring file by directly filling in the 

INSPIRE web-form available in Reportnet the information related to their INSPIRE spatial datasets 

and services as well as organisational information. The web-form then computes automatically the 

monitoring indicators based on the data entries. Once the file is completed, it can be formally submitted 

through the national INSPIRE envelope to Reportnet.  

 

2) Member States can generate the INSPIRE monitoring file automatically out of the content of their 

INSPIRE National Discovery Service (Catalogue) harvested using the INSPIRE Dashboard 

sandbox. This process can be run several times until the monitoring file provides satisfactory results. 

The file can be then loaded into the INSPIRE web-form available in Reportnet, which also allows the 

edition of the file before it is formally submitted to the EEA (Recommended workflow).  

                                                      

 

 

 
2 https://www.eionet.europa.eu/reportnet 
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These two workflows are presented in the diagram below: 

 

 

 
 

Figure 1: INSPIRE monitoring workflow 

 

The use of the workflow number 2 is recommended as it simplifies and reduces significantly the efforts 

devoted to the compilation of INSPIRE datasets and services information. It also ensure coherence with 

the information provided by each Member States through the INSPIRE Geoportal3 -as long as the 

Discovery Service registered in the Geoportal is the same as the one used in the INSPIRE dashboard 

sandbox. Lastly, the use of the dashboard to automatize the generation of the monitoring file is 

encouraged as part of the agenda laid down in the Action Plan to Streamline Environmental Reporting4, 

                                                      

 

 

 
3 http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/ 
4 SWD (2017) 230 final 
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and especially the actions related to data harvesting and active dissemination of environmental 

information at European and national level.  

 

The following sections in the document describe how national INSPIRE reporters can use the different 

tools available for the monitoring submission process in the workflows shown in Figure 1.  

 

Section 2.2 describes the use of web forms, both for creating directly the INSPIRE monitoring file by 

filling in the necessary information or for editing the monitoring file generated using the INSPIRE 

dashboard sandbox. 

 

Section 2.3 describes the use of the INSPIRE Dashboard sandbox to create the inspire monitoring 

file out of the content of the national catalogues. 

 

Section 2.4 describes how to proceed with the actual submission of the INSPIRE monitoring file to the 

EEA through the Central Data Repository (CDR) of Reportnet.  

 

The public INSPIRE dashboard, which builds on the same platform as the INSPIRE dashboard 

sandbox, is available on https://inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/official/#/ and contains the INSPIRE 

monitoring information official from all countries since 2010.   

 

1.2 INSPIRE monitoring file 

Since 2015, the INSPIRE monitoring exercise is an XML-based reporting. The complex XML schema 

that describes the content of the INSPIRE monitoring file (monitoring.xsd) is stored in the Data 

Dictionary of Reportnet:  

 

Monitoring.xsd: http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schema/inspire-monitoring/monitoring.xsd  

 

This schema in turn refers the following “child” schemas:  

- MonitoringMD.xsd describes how to encode the information about the organisation responsible for 

reporting at national level, language and monitoring dates.  

  

MonitoringMD.xsd: http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schema/inspire-monitoring/monitoringmd.xsd  

 

- Indicators.xsd describes the indicator-related content as described in the Decision 2009/442/EC. 

 

Indicators.xsd: http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schemas/inspire-monitoring/indicators.xsd  

 

- RowData.xsd provides the description of the information needed on spatial datasets and services to 

compute the indicators.  

 

RowData.xsd http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schemas/inspire-monitoring/rowdata.xsd  

 

- BasicType.xsd provides the description of basic types used in the XML file (time, country code).  

 

BasicType.xsd http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schemas/inspire-monitoring/basictype.xsd  

 

Both the webforms and the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox allows the creation (and edition) of 

compliant XML INSPIRE monitoring files as it is explained in Chapter 2. The web forms were also of 

help for Member States to transition from the Excel sheets used previously to the XML-based 

monitoring. The data models underpinning the application schemas of the INSPIRE monitoring are 

represented in UML notation in Annex I.  

 

https://inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/official/
http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schema/inspire-monitoring/monitoring.xsd
http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schema/inspire-monitoring/monitoringmd.xsd
http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schemas/inspire-monitoring/indicators.xsd
http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schemas/inspire-monitoring/rowdata.xsd
http://dd.eionet.europa.eu/schemas/inspire-monitoring/basictype.xsd
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2. User guide  

This chapter describes the steps that need to be taken by the INSPIRE reporters when using the tools 

that have been developed to facilitate the creation and update of the XML monitoring file (the INSPIRE 

web form and the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox). It also provides some information about the access 

permission and user accounts to be used in the different tools. Finally, the process of formal submission 

of the monitoring files through Reportnet is described in the last section of this chapter.  

 

2.1 User accounts and access permissions 

Reportnet has been developed and is used by the European Environment Information and Observation 

Network (Eionet), which requires that any user has an Eionet account (user name and password). New 

users that require access rights to Reportnet services shall contact Eionet Helpdesk 

(helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu), as Eionet user accounts are maintained centrally. Tools and services in 

domain eionet.europa.eu can be accessed with one user account (although some of these functionalities 

require specific permissions). Specific permissions, only given to officially nominated INSPIRE 

Reporters, are necessary in order to officially submit the XML monitoring file.  

 

Please inform the EEA5 as soon as possible about any update regarding the nominated INSPIRE 

reporters in your country.  

 

In order to use the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox to harvest and create monitoring files it is also 

necessary that users have an Eionet account. However, it is possible for users without specific 

permissions, or even an Eionet account, to access and use some Reportnet functionalities, in particular, 

the creation, edition and saving of XML monitoring files using the INSPIRE web forms (as explained 

in section 2.2).  

 

The public INSPIRE dashboard6, showing the monitoring data reported by Member States since 2010, 

can be accessed without any login needed.  

 

 

2.2 INSPIRE Web Forms 

As indicated in chapter 1, the web forms available in Reportnet help gather data for reporting obligations 

in the form of predefined web questionnaire.  

 

Since the 2015 monitoring round, a web form for the INSPIRE monitoring obligation is available in 

Reportnet with the title “INSPIRE Monitoring of implementation and use (Article 21)”, under the 

“Web Form” section (http://webforms.eionet.europa.eu/). As indicated in 2.1, a web form can be 

created, edited and saved even without an Eionet account.  

 

The INSPIRE web-form can also be accessed directly through the INSPIRE monitoring envelope 

created by the national reporter as described in section 2.4.    

 

                                                      

 

 

 
5 For this 2018 monitoring exercise, please contact Jose Miguel Rubio (jose.rubio@eea.europa.eu) and Stefan 

Jensen (Stefan.jensen@eea.europa.eu).  
6 https://inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/official/#/  

mailto:helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu
http://webforms.eionet.europa.eu/
mailto:jose.rubio@eea.europa.eu
mailto:Stefan.jensen@eea.europa.eu
https://inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/official/
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Figure 2: Accessing the INSPIRE monitoring web form 

 

As represented in Figure 1, national reporters can use the web form in different stages of the INSPIRE 

annual monitoring exercise: 

 

- To create the INSPIRE XML monitoring file by filling in directly the monitoring data in the 

corresponding sections “Contributor”, “Spatial Datasets” and “Spatial Data Services”. The “indicators” 

section is computed automatically based on the data filled in by the reporters.   

 

- To review and, edit if necessary, the INSPIRE XML monitoring file created using the INSPIRE 

dashboard (recommended) as explained in Section 2.3.   

 

2.2.1 Structure of the INSPIRE monitoring web form 
 

The web-form is structured around four main sections, which mirror the content of the INSPIRE 

monitoring file: 

 

1) Contributor 

 

This section contains the following (general) information: 

 

- Year the questionnaire refers to: NOTE for this monitoring exercise, it will be “2017” 

- Member State 

- Organisation 

- Email 

- Language  
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Figure 3: “Contributor” section of the INSPIRE web form 

 

 

2) Spatial Datasets 

 

The section contains all the information related to the INSPIRE spatial datasets published and reported 

by the Member State.  

 

 
 

Figure 4: “Spatial Datasets” section of the INSPIRE web form 

 

Per each spatial dataset, the following information needs to be added: 

- Dataset name 

- Dataset UUID (i.e.: metadata file identifier) 

- Responsible authority of the dataset within the MS 

- INSPIRE themes covered by the dataset 

- Existence of metadata.  

- Conformity of metadata with the implementing rules referred to by the Article 5(4) of the INSPIRE 

Directive.   

- Relevant area to be covered by the dataset 

- Actual area covered by the dataset 
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- Conformity of datasets with the implementing rules referred to by the Article 7(1) of the INSPIRE 

Directive.   

- Accessibility of the metadata through a discovery service (described by its UUID) 

- View service associated to the dataset (and corresponding UUID) 

- Download service associated to the dataset (and corresponding UUID)  

 

 
Figure 5: Detailed information related to a specific spatial dataset 

 

3) Spatial Data Services 

 

The section contains all the information related to the INSPIRE spatial data services published and 

reported by the Member State.  
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Figure 6: “Spatial Data Services” section of the INSPIRE web form 

 

Per each service, the following information needs to be added: 

 

- Data service name 

- Data service UUID (i.e. metadata file identifier) 

- Responsible authority of the service within the MS 

- INSPIRE themes covered by the service 

- Existence of metadata.  

- Conformity of metadata with the implementing rules referred to by the Article 5(4) of the INSPIRE 

Directive.   

- Accessibility of the metadata through a discovery service (described by its UUID) 

- Direct accessibility of the service 

- Only for network services: 

- Type of network service (i.e. view, download, discovery, transformation, invoke)  

- Conformity of the network service with the implementing rules referred to by the Article 

16 of the INSPIRE directive 

- Use of the network service (annual number of service requests) 

- URL of the network service (GetCapabilities request) 
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Figure 7: Detailed information related to a specific spatial data service 

 

4) Indicators 

 

This section contains all the general and specific indicators as defined in the Commission Decision 

2009/442/EC as regards monitoring and reporting automatically calculated using the data filled in 

under “Spatial Datasets” and “Spatial Data Services”. 

 

 
Figure 8: “Indicators” section of the INSPIRE web form 
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Per indicator (general and specific), the web form displays:  

- Indicator Name (as defined in the Commission Decision 2009/442/EC) 

- Indicator Value (ratio expressed in percentage)  

- Numerator (of the ratio)  

- Denominator (of the ratio) 

 

For a complete description of the current INSPIRE monitoring indicators please refer to the full 

text of the Commission Decision 2009/442/EC7. 

 

2.2.2 Save and Preview options 

 

The web form can be edited and saved using the “Save WebForm”. A preview of the information can 

be obtained by clicking on “Print Preview”. To exit without saving the changes, click on “Close 

Webform” and select “Yes”.  

 

 
 

Figure 9: Save, print and close options of the INSPIRE web forms 

 

In section 3.2, links are provided to several videos created in order to guide the reporters when using 

the web forms. 

 

 

2.3 INSPIRE dashboard sandbox 

Since the 2015 monitoring round, a set of tools have been made available to the Member States to 

generate a monitoring XML file out of the metadata records contained in their national discovery service 

(catalogue). These tools are the result of the work carried out by the experts of the MIG/MIWP-16 

subgroup8. Released under an open-source licence, some Member States have deployed them in their 

infrastructure and are further developing them. The source code is available on 

https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/.   

 

                                                      

 

 

 
7 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2009%3A148%3A0018%3A0026%3AEN%3APDF  
8 Final activity report available on: https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/attachments/download/1420/MIG_MIWP-

16_activity_report_v1.pdf  

https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ%3AL%3A2009%3A148%3A0018%3A0026%3AEN%3APDF
https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/attachments/download/1420/MIG_MIWP-16_activity_report_v1.pdf
https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/attachments/download/1420/MIG_MIWP-16_activity_report_v1.pdf
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In 2017, the INSPIRE dashboard has undergone a series of changes in order to migrate to a different 

data visualization platform (Kibana9) since the previous one (Banana10) is no longer maintained, as well 

as to improve stability and incorporate new features.  

 

The dashboard to be used by Member States to create the XML monitoring file is now available on 

https://sandbox-inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/#/. As indicated in 2.1, it requires the use of the Eionet 

login and password to use all its functionalities.  

 

The dashboard provides Member States the possibility to: 

- Harvest one or several discovery service end-points (and configure some harvesting parameters). 

- Compute the indicators based on the harvested data or a subset of them (e.g. to calculate indicators 

corresponding to the metadata provided by one responsible authority only). 

- Display the indicators and related variables in a dashboard similar to the dashboard for monitoring 

data officially reported by Member States (INSPIRE public dashboard11). This provides an easy way to 

visualise (and analyse) the performance on the various indicators.   

 

2.3.1 Practical steps to use the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox 

 

The technical user guide for the dashboard including screenshots of the different steps in order to launch 

the harvesting and generate the XML reports is available on https://github.com/INSPIRE-

MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md. This document will therefore only present the main 

steps that Member States need to follow and refers to the guide above for any technical detail in this 

process.  

 

1) Log in using Eionet user and password on https://sandbox-inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/#  

 

 
Figure 10: Login into the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox 

 

 

2) Ensure the National Discovery Service is listed under “Harvesting”, “Configuration” tab. The list 

provides all national discovery services as they are listed in the INSPIRE geoportal. In case your 

discovery service is not listed, it can be added by clicking on the button “+”as shown in the figure 

below: 

 

                                                      

 

 

 
9 https://www.elastic.co/products/kibana 
10 https://github.com/lucidworks/banana 
11 Currently available on https://inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/official/#/  

https://sandbox-inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/#/
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md
https://sandbox-inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/
https://inspire-dashboard.eea.europa.eu/official/#/
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Figure 11: List of harvested catalogues and how to add a new node 

 

To add an additional discovery service it is necessary to fill in the details shown in the following 

screenshot:  

 
Figure 12: Details to be filled on the harvesting node 

 

In case a new discovery service needs to be added, or the configuration of the discovery services 

already listed in the dashboard sandbox requires some changes, please inform the EEA. 
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3) The harvesting of the National Discovery Service is launched when is clicked upon. 

The interface shown in 2) will display the harvesting status.  

 

 
Figure 13: Harvesting status 

 

It is important to ensure that the harvesting has proceeded without problems and that it has been 

successfully completed. In case a Member State finds problems when harvesting their catalogues 

please contact the EEA.  

 

4) After harvesting, the dashboard analyses the links between datasets and services and then runs the 

INSPIRE validation. The validation tool used is the INSPIRE Geoportal Metadata Validator12. A 

record is marked as valid if the completeness indicator returned by the validator is above 75%.  

 

In case only a subset of records are validated, users can click the “INSPIRE Validation (non-validated 

record)” to retry the validation. 

 
5) Once the harvesting process has been completed, the XML monitoring file can be generated under 

“Monitoring”, “Create Monitoring” tab. 

 

 
Figure 14: Creation of the monitoring file 

                                                      

 

 

 
12 http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/validator2/ 

http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/validator2/
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In order to do so, users should follow the steps below: 

5.1 Choose type of report to be generated (“inspire” or “inspire-first-theme-only”)13 

5.2 Choose scope (i.e. the country the monitoring refers to) 

5.3 Optionally define user facets or query filter to subset records in the catalogue, as well as reporting 

date and identifier. 

5.4 Preview how the indicators will be computed in the report 

 

 

 
 

Figure 15: Preview of the indicators calculated after the harvesting 

 

5.5 Download the XML monitoring file. There are several options that are proposed14, as shown in the 

figure below:  

 

 
Figure 16: Downloading the XML monitoring file 

                                                      

 

 

 
13 As explained in the Final Activity Report of the MIG/MIWP-16 –see above-, the creation of the monitoring file 

via the INSPIRE dashboard provides two scenarios: i) computing indicators based only on the first INSPIRE 

themes only (“inspire-first-theme-only” report) and ii) compute indicators based on all INSPIRE themes, in which 

case the dataset or service containing more than one INSPIRE theme will be take into account for each theme 

(“inspire” report)  
14 Ibid.  
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It is important to add contact details as indicated in Figure 17, as this is required in the XML 

monitoring file and cannot be added automatically from the harvested service15.  

 

 
 

Figure 17: Filling in contact details 

 

The XML monitoring file can then be displayed in Reportnet using the INSPIRE web form, as described 

in Section 2.2 before it is formally submitted to the EEA as described in the following section.  Since 

the information related to the geographical coverage and use of the services cannot be harvested from 

the national catalogues, the web form can also be used to edit the XML file and include this information.  

 

In section 3.2, links are provided to several videos created in order to guide the reporters when using 

the dashboard sandbox. 

 

2.3.2 Use of the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox to display national monitoring information 

 

Member States can also use the dashboard sandbox to analyse the content of their catalogues as well as 

to display the data included in the XML monitoring file they have just generated.  

 

The tool provide default dashboards to present information about the catalogue and the monitoring 

indicators. The list of available dashboards is displayed on the home page (see Figure 18).  

 

                                                      

 

 

 
15 Users can always add this information using the web forms as explained in 2.2 or by editing directly the XML 

file.  
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Figure 18: Dashboards to monitor indicators and catalogue statistics 

 

To review the content of the catalogue, the dashboard “catalogue statistics” provides an overview of 

the content of the catalogue (e.g. records per INSPIRE themes, per service type, per spatial type) as 

shown in Figure 19: 

 

 
 

Figure 19: Dashboard “catalogue statistics” 

 

 

All these dashboards can be customized and improved using the functionalities of the web interface of 

the dashboard application (based on Kibana). 
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In order to display the information related to the monitoring indicators computed in 2.3.1, users will 

need to select under “Monitoring” the “Submit Monitoring” tab. Thereafter, upload the XML 

monitoring file created and click on “Submit Monitoring”. The import will be finished when the 

application shows the message “Monitoring_file_name.xml imported as shown below.  

 

 
Figure 20: Import XML monitoring data into the dashboard 

 

More information about the use of dashboards to analyse the content of a catalogue and to display 

information is provided in the User Guide https://github.com/INSPIRE-

MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md, as this is out of the main scope of this document. 

 

2.4 Formal submission of the INSPIRE monitoring file in Reportnet 

Created either using only the web-form or after harvesting the national catalogue with the INSPIRE 

dashboard sandbox, the XML monitoring file needs to be formally submitted by the National INSPIRE 

reporter in Reportnet. This section describes this process.  

 

2.4.1 The Central Data Repository (CDR) and the national INSPIRE folder  

In order to formally submit the INSPIRE monitoring file, national reporters need to access the INSPIRE 

folder of their respective country folders in the EEA’s Central Data Repository (CDR). The CDR 

is part of the Reportnet architecture, and it is a like a bookshelf containing the reports on the 

environment submitted by EEA Member Countries, other countries and international organisations.  

 

The table below provides the links to each country’s INSPIRE folders in CDR:  

 

Table 1: National INSPIRE folders in the CDR  

 

Country URL to INSPIRE folder in EEA Central Data Repository (CDR) 

Austria http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/at/eu/inspire 

Belgium http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/inspire 

Bulgaria http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/bg/eu/inspire 

Croatia http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/hr/eu/inspire 

Cyprus http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/cy/eu/inspire 

https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/at/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/be/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/bg/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/hr/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/cy/eu/inspire
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Czech Republic http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/cz/eu/inspire 

Denmark http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/dk/eu/inspire  

Estonia http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ee/eu/inspire 

Finland http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/fi/eu/inspire 

France http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/fr/eu/inspire 

Germany http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/de/eu/inspire 

Greece http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/gr/eu/inspire 

Hungary http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/hu/eu/inspire 

Iceland http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/is/eu/inspire 

Ireland http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ie/eu/inspire 

Italy http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/it/eu/inspire 

Latvia http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/lv/eu/inspire 

Liechtenstein http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/li/eu/inspire  

Lithuania http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/lt/eu/inspire 

Luxembourg http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/lu/eu/inspire 

Malta http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/mt/eu/inspire 

Netherlands http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/nl/eu/inspire 

Norway http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/no/eu/inspire 

Poland http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/pl/eu/inspire 

Portugal http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/pt/eu/inspire 

Romania http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ro/eu/inspire 

Slovakia http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/sk/eu/inspire 

Slovenia http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/si/eu/inspire 

Spain http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/es/eu/inspire 

Sweden http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/se/eu/inspire  

Switzerland http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ch/eu/inspire  

United Kingdom http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/gb/eu/inspire 

 

As the art. 21 of the INSPIRE Directive and accordingly the Commission Decision No 2009/442 foresee 

two obligations, a yearly monitoring and a three-yearly reporting exercise, each national INSPIRE 

folder contains therefore two subfolders (“INSPIRE Directive: Monitoring Information” and “INSPIRE 

Directive: Country Reports”), each linked to one of the mentioned obligation. In 2018, only the 

monitoring obligation is applicable and therefore this document only addresses the submission of this 

information through the folder “INSPIRE Directive: Monitoring Information”.  

 

http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/cz/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/dk/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ee/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/fi/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/fr/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/de/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/gr/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/hu/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/is/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ie/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/it/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/lv/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/li/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/lt/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/lu/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/mt/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/nl/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/no/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/pl/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/pt/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ro/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/sk/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/si/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/es/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/se/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/ch/eu/inspire
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/gb/eu/inspire
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The folder “INSPIRE Directive: Monitoring Information” is linked to the INSPIRE Directive 

2007/2/EC monitoring obligation in the EEA reporting obligations database (ROD)16. The ROD is also 

part of Reportnet and contains the environmental reporting obligations that countries have towards 

international organisations.  

 

2.4.2 Creation of envelopes and submission of the monitoring file  

In order to upload the XML monitoring file into the “INSPIRE Directive: Monitoring Information” 

folder for the specific country, these are the steps that national reporters shall follow: 

 

1)  Log in using the reporter’s Eionet user name and password as shown in the example below. 

 

 
Figure 21: Login in the national INSPIRE folder in CDR  

 

2) Create a new envelope to host the data to be submitted. It is 

recommended to add a meaningful title for the envelope, 

including the year in which the data has to be submitted, e.g. 

“Delivery 2013”, “Delivery 2014”, etc. Please also include the year covered by the dataset (in this case, 

it will refer to the previous year). Envelope “description” and “coverage note” fields are optional.  

3) Open the new envelope by clicking on its title. 

4) Activate the task, by clicking on the related button. Activating 

means that the national reporter has reserved the envelope to work 

on. Other users will not be able to modify it. The new envelope is now in Draft status and files can be 

added. 

5) There are different options to upload the XML INSPIRE monitoring file: 

- Upload directly the XML monitoring file that follows the most 

up-to-date schema, for your country from your own system using 

the “Add file” option.  

- You can alternatively add and edit the INSPIRE web 

form (“Inspire monitoring questionnaire”). The process 

of how to fill in the web form is explained in section 2.2.  

- If the monitoring sheet or XML file is available from a national 

web site, reporters can upload a link to its exact location (“Add 

hyperlink”) 

                                                      

 

 

 
16 http://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/692 
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6) Once the reporter has uploaded the correct and complete monitoring information, the delivery shall 

be completed by releasing the envelope. The purpose of release 

is to signal that the data have been delivered and Reportnet will 

issue and save an automated official confirmation letter from 

the EEA. Once the envelope has been released, the national INSPIRE monitoring information is 

typically made publicly available in the Reportnet Central Data Repository (CDR).   

 

2.4.3 Redeliveries and finish 

The envelope is currently released and the EEA may have uploaded some feedback thereafter. The 

Member State can then update the delivery as a reaction to the feedback (e.g. upload a new file or 

remove a wrong one). In order to do so, the reporter shall click on "Back to drafting" to revoke the 

release and brings the reporter to section 2.4.2. The reporter will have to activate the task (as before), 

add or remove files and eventually release the envelope again. 

 

If there is no need to revoke the release and the report is final, then click on "Finish". 

 

 

 
Figure 22: Redeliver of finish  
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3. References  

This chapter provides legal references underpinning the annual INSPIRE monitoring obligation and 

additional material in order to support INSPIRE national reporters in the 2018 monitoring exercise.  

 

3.1 Legal references 

The legal references to the annual INSPIRE monitoring are the art. 21 of the INSPIRE Directive 

(2007/2/EC)17 and the Commission Decision No 2009/442 as regards monitoring and reporting18, 

which are the rules for the implementation of the art. 21.  

 

3.2 Tutorials 

The webpage http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/ contains some short screencasts (without sound) on 

how to use the INSPIRE dashboard sandbox and the INSPIRE web forms available in Reportnet. Please 

note that these were created for a previous monitoring exercise, but the information provided is still 

valid for this year:  

 

- http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation.mp4 

shows how to preview the content of the monitoring file using the dashboard sandbox (after 

harvesting).  

- http://published-

files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation_editing_webform.mp4 

shows how to generate the monitoring file and how it can then be edited using the web forms 

available in Reportnet.  

- http://published-

files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation_filtering.mp4 indicates 

how to create filters in the dashboard. 

- http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_contributor.mp4 explains how to fill in 

the “Contributor tab” of the web-form. 

- http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_dataset_service_single.mp4 provides 

an example of how to fill in the information related to a spatial dataset and a spatial data service 

in the web form and how to associate a dataset to a specific network service.  

- http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_printing.mp4indicates shows how to 

print a preview of the form in PDF format.  

- http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_xls_xml.mp4 aims at helping those 

countries still using Excel monitoring sheets (XLS) to collect monitoring information to convert 

it to a XML file using the webform.  

 

                                                      

 

 

 
17 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2007:108:0001:0014:en:PDF 
18 http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32009D0442&from=EN 

http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation_editing_webform.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation_editing_webform.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation_filtering.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/monitoring_indicator_auto_generation_filtering.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_contributor.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_dataset_service_single.mp4
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_printing.mp4indicates
http://published-files.eea.europa.eu/webcast/webform_xls_xml.mp4
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3.3 Additional references 

This section presents other important reference material relevant to the INSPIRE monitoring process:  

 

INSPIRE knowledge base – section on Monitoring and Reporting: 

https://inspire.ec.europa.eu/monitoring-and-reporting/69  

 

Final Activity Report of the MIG/MIWP-16 (subgroup on monitoring):  

https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/attachments/download/1420/MIG_MIWP-16_activity_report_v1.pdf 

 

Fitness Check on Reporting and Monitoring:  

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/reporting/fc_overview_en.htm 

 

About Reportnet and Eionet: 

 

About Reportnet: http://www.eionet.europa.eu/reportnet 

 

CDR on-line help – including also the latest version of this document: http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help 

 

About Eionet: http://www.eionet.europa.eu/about 

 

Eionet Helpdesk: helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu. 

 

About the INSPIRE dashboard: 

 

User Guide: https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md  

 

Maintainer Guide: https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/MAINTAINER-

GUIDE.md  

 

Contributor Guide: https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/CONTRIBUTOR-

GUIDE.md  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://inspire.ec.europa.eu/monitoring-and-reporting/69
https://ies-svn.jrc.ec.europa.eu/attachments/download/1420/MIG_MIWP-16_activity_report_v1.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/legal/reporting/fc_overview_en.htm
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/reportnet
http://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help
http://www.eionet.europa.eu/about
mailto:helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/USER-GUIDE.md
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/MAINTAINER-GUIDE.md
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/MAINTAINER-GUIDE.md
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/CONTRIBUTOR-GUIDE.md
https://github.com/INSPIRE-MIF/daobs/blob/2.0.x/doc/CONTRIBUTOR-GUIDE.md
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Annex I UML class diagrams of the INSPIRE 
monitoring 

The data models underpinning the application schemas of the INSPIRE XML monitoring are shown 

below:  

 

 
 

Figure I.1: Monitoring Class Diagram 
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Figure I.2: Monitoring MD Class Diagram 
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Figure I.3: Indicators Class Diagram 
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Figure I.4: Row Data Class Diagram 
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Figure I.5: Basic Data Types Class Diagram 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


