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MSFD Reporting on 
Article 7 – Competent Authorities 



Reporting Obligation

• MSFD Article 7 – Competent Authorities
o ROD: https://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/607
o Member States shall provide the Commission with a list of the competent authorities designated for 

each marine region or subregion concerned, together with a list of their competent authorities as 
regards those international bodies in which they participate and which are relevant for the 
implementation of this Directive.

o Next report due: Continuous reporting

https://rod.eionet.europa.eu/obligations/607


Reportnet 3 – Reporting platform

• Reportnet 3 Help Pages: 
https://help.reportnet.europa.eu/ 

https://help.reportnet.europa.eu/


MSFD Article 7 Dataflow in Reportnet 3



MSFD Article 7 Dataflow in Reportnet 3

• 2 Tables (data schemas): ReporterInfo and CompetentAuthority



MSFD Article 7 data content

Field name Description Type of 
Information

MSCACode* A unique EU code for the Competent Authority (CA), created by taking the two-
letter ISO Country code followed by the Member State unique identification 
code (up to 42 characters in total) – e.g. DKMSCA1.

Required

CompetentAuthorityName Official name of the CA in English. Required

CompetentAuthorityNameNL Official name of the CA in national language. Optional

Acronym Acronym for the CA (if it exists). Optional

Street Street address of CA. Required

City City address of CA in English. Required

CityNL Name of city (head office of the CA) in national language. Optional

Postcode Postcode of CA. Required

Country Country of CA in English. Required

* MSCACode is the international code which shall follow a specific structure – a QC rule was implemented 
with the required syntax. 



MSFD Article 7 data content

Field name Description Type of 
Information

URL Website address of the CA. Required

LegalStatus Summary text of the legal status of each CA. This should include a brief description of the 
legal status of the competent authority, or authorities.

Required

Reference Hyperlink (or reference) to statute, founding treaty or equivalent legal document. Required

Responsibilities Summary text of the institutional responsibilities of the CA with a brief description of the legal 
and administrative responsibilities of the competent authority or authorities and of its role in 
relation to the marine waters concerned. Where several CA are designated, state clearly the 
particular responsibility of each, such as their geographical remit and/or responsibilities for 
particular aspects of the Directive.

Required

Membership Summary text of the institutional membership, when the competent authority or authorities 
acts as a coordinating body for other component authorities, a list of these is required 
together with a summary of the institutional relationships established in order to ensure 
coordination.

Required

RegionalCoordin
ation

Summary text for regional or sub-regional coordination with a summary of the mechanisms 
established in order to ensure coordination between Member States whose marine waters 
fall within the same marine region or sub-region.

Required



• Possible to report multiple competent authorities – one per row
• Field “Auth_CD”, optional field that corresponded to a unique national code for the 

competent authority, was removed from the data model.

• Note on data in MSFD database:
o The guidance (from 1st cycle) for Article 7 field population has not been consistently followed across 

Member States
o Inconsistencies remain in how Article 7 fields are populated
o Further efforts are required to ensure uniform application of the Article 7 data field guidance among 

all Member States

• New Reportnet 3 dataflow:
✓ MS are required to confirm or correct the data, and release updated list of competent authorities.
✓ Re-delivering the data will ensure consistency and harmonisation, as Reportnet 3 applies automatic 

quality control rules and enables structured technical feedback.
✓ An EEA step-by-step manual with guidelines and procedure on how to report Article 7 data is being 

developed and will be available before the end of 2025.

MSFD Article 7 data content



Procedure to confirm or correct MSFD Article 7 data

Export prefill, 
analyse data and 

correct, if 
needed

Upload 
filled 

template

“Import dataset data”

Validate 
dataset

Check 
validation 

results

Correct 
dataset

Release to 
data 

collection

Validations 
OK

Validations with 
BLOCKER/ERROR“Replace data”

Import prefill 
Article 7

“Import dataset data”

“Export dataset data”



Prefilling Article 7



Dataflow Help Documentation in CDR

Available in:

MSFD Article 7
https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/msfd/
MSFD%20Competent%20Authorities 

https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/msfd/MSFD%20Competent%20Authorities
https://cdr.eionet.europa.eu/help/msfd/MSFD%20Competent%20Authorities


MSFD Helpdesk

Questions and further support: 
MSFD Helpdesk msfd.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu 

→Email subject, please insert:  Article 7 – Subject

Requests procedure:
1. Automated response (notifies message has been received) 
2. Answer by MSFD Helpdesk Team

a) Simple or IT related requests – Bilbomática 
b) Thematic requests – data steward (consult expert in 

EEA/DG ENV if needed)

mailto:msfd.helpdesk@eionet.europa.eu


Thank you
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